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(TBC) is one of Canada's liveliest grassroots arts organizations. TBC is
nity theatre groups across the province and Yukon Territory, assisting
 what used to be referred to as amateur dramatics. TBC is a vital, thriving
 the spirit of community theatre-an association of people involved in
e stage. TBC and its members foster the growth of professionalism, for
us-minded pursuit of excellence.
 province's colourful historic characters, Major "Bill" Bullock-Webster,
, stage manager and producer upon his arrival in Canada early this
ablished the B.C. Drama Festival Association out of an office in the
 were to establish as many theatre groups as possible in the province and
 was in April of 1932 at the Crystal Gardens in Victoria. By 1939, there
oups in B.C. and the festival was an annual event. One of  TBC's co-
, whose lifetime of encouraging and enriching theatre activities in British
zed by TBC in 1981 with the creation of the Jessie Richardson

inued, but at a diminished level of activity. The constraints of wartime
 of the provincial festival in favour of regional ones, and at this point the
sponsibility for administering community theatre. Immediately after the
 existed in name only; most of the work of encouraging and increasing
 the Department of Education's School and Community Drama Branch.
was resurrected in Vernon. Since then the festival, originally non-
act plays, has been held in all regions of the province. TBC has enjoyed a
 since the 1960's.
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ty-based theatre through regional workshops, zone and MAINSTAGE
 competition and a theatrical workshop series call BACKSTAGE. TBC
tinerant professionals who can be called upon for expertise, guidance and
f the discipline, such as directing, acting, technical work, promotion and
otes the importance of theatrical expression at the amateur level, and acts
ited public voice regarding political issues that affect theatre and the arts


